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	  CITY OF
  COLUMBIA
                           TENNESSEE
	DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
700 NORTH GARDEN STREET
COLUMBIA, TN 38401
PHONE: (931) 560-1560





BOARD OF ZONING 
VARIANCE APPLICATION AND CHECKLIST
SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS

[bookmark: _Hlk136941013]Please submit scanned copy the Application online at City of Columbia | Permitting (onlama.com)
[bookmark: _Hlk136939816]If there is no access to a computer, please submit all pertinent information on a flash drive as well as provide one hard copy.  Additional fee may apply


1. Applicants must complete this application, include required supporting materials, & pay the required fee ($200.00 for owner-occupied residential, $400 for all others) by the published submittal deadline. Please contact the Columbia Development Services Department with any questions or to discuss any concerns during the BZA submittal & review process: Charles Rush, Principal Planner, Crush@columbiatn.gov or (931) 560-1531
2. Please provide the following information:

a. Completed application.
b. For a setback variance only: The length of the boundaries of the lot measured to the nearest foot. Locations, square footages, and exterior dimensions, measured from outside wall to outside wall, of all existing and proposed buildings and structures. A plot plan may satisfy this requirement.
c. For all variance requests: Completion of the Requirements of Variance Sheet on this Application or a Justification Letter addressing the seven (7) criteria.
d.  Applicable drawings, illustrations, and so forth, to accompany the request.
e. Any additional information requested by the Department of Development Services that will be necessary to fully complete a review by City Staff and/or by the Board of Zoning Appeals. 
3. Please submit the final request to the Department of Development Services according to the established Board Deadline and Meeting schedule. A representative must attend the BZA Meeting.







	BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS APPLICATION
COLUMBIA, TENNESSEE

	LOT ADDRESS:
	
	
	

	ZONING:

	LOT ACREAGE:
	

	LAND USE:
	
	BUILDING SQUARE FOOTAGE:
	

	ESTABLISHED/EXISTING SETBACKS (DISTANCE BETWEEN BUILDINGS AND PROPERTY LINES):

FRONT:_______ ft.             SIDE:_______ ft.             REAR:_______ ft.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	OTHER INFORMATION:

	

	




VARIANCE PERMIT REQUEST




	[bookmark: _Hlk136935582]EXCEPTIONAL HARDSHIP VARIANCE REQUEST 

	1. If requesting a Setback Variance, indicate below which yard the setback variance is located within and provide an exact measure of the distance of the new setback in feet. 


2. If requesting a Variance of any other provision of the Zoning Ordinance, provide a detailed explanation below in “Other Variance Request.”  Please note that the Zoning Ordinance does not allow variances from certain standards listed at § 8.5.16.D.3.



	SETBACK VARIANCE
Check applicable yard
	· FRONT YARD
· SIDE YARD
· REAR YARD
	REQUESTED SETBACK (ft):

	OTHER VARIANCE REQUEST
	ZONING ORDINANCE SECTION: 
	

	
	REASON FOR REQUEST:
	









APPLICANT
	NAME
	
	PHONE
	

	ADDRESS
	
	EMAIL
	





PROPERTY OWNER
	NAME
	
	PHONE
	

	ADDRESS
	
	EMAIL
	





In filling out this application, I attest that (1) I am familiar with the rules, regulations, and procedures of the City of Columbia & (2) all information contained herein is accurate & true to the best of my knowledge. 



	
	
	
	
	

	APPLICANT NAME
	
	APPLICANT SIGNATURE
	
	DATE





	
	
	
	
	

	PROPERTY OWNER NAME
	
	PROPERTY OWNER SIGNATURE
	
	DATE



















REQUIREMENTS FOR A VARIANCE
Section 8.5.16.L of the City of Columbia Zoning Ordinance


The Board of Zoning Appeals shall not grant a variance unless it makes a finding, based on the evidence presented, that all of the following seven criteria are sufficiency and fully satisfied. 

The BZA cannot, by law, consider financial or personal matters 
in the justification of any of the seven criteria.

Please demonstrate how your request satisfied each of the following:
(You may use this sheet or attach separate pages)


	a. That by reason of exceptional narrowness, shallowness, or shape of a particular piece of property at the time of enactment of this Ordinance, or by reason of exceptional topographic conditions or other exceptional and extraordinary situation or condition of such piece of property, the strict application of any regulation contained within this Ordinance would result in peculiar and exceptional practical difficulties to or exceptional or undue hardship upon the owner of such property.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	b. That the Variance is the minimum Variance necessary so as to relieve such difficulties or hardship and thereby make possible the reasonable use of the land, Building, or Structure.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	c. That the Variance will not authorize uses or activities in the applicable District other than those permitted by this Ordinance.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	d. That financial returns alone shall not be considered as a basis for granting a Variance.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	e. That the granting of the Variance will not be substantially detrimental to the public good or substantially injurious to other property or improvements in the area in which the subject property is located, and will not substantially impair the intent and purpose of the general provisions of the City’s zone plan and this Ordinance.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	f. That the proposed Variance will not impair an adequate supply of light and air to the adjacent property, or substantially increase the congestion in the public streets, or increase the danger of fire, or endanger the public safety.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	g. That the alleged difficulty or hardship has not been caused or created by the act or omission of the applicant or any person having an interest in the property.
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